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This August, artists, researchers, professors, curators, historians, writers, and cultural
practitioners from across Europe and beyond will gather in Oulu, in Northern Finland for a
two-day academic and artistic symposium exploring the evolving landscape of mobile and
site-specific artist residencies. The event forms part of the official programme of Oulu2026,
celebrating Oulu as a European Capital of Culture.

Taking place on 21-22 August 2026, the symposium investigates how transport
infrastructures and public spaces — trains, tramways, stations, ships, and other transitional or
marginal environments — can become sites for artistic research, interdisciplinary
collaboration, and civic engagement. With sustainability, mobility, and critical spatial practice
at its core, the programme asks: What happens when residencies move beyond the studio
and into shared, moving, and infrastructural spaces?

The Symposium is organised by TaikaBox (FI), Communitism (GR) and INWOLE (DE) —
three distinctive organisations working in different contexts from heritage buildings in Athens
to rural Finland and co-housing initiatives in Germany but sharing a common commitment to
art, community-building, and sustainable use of space. Together, they foster collaborative,
cross-disciplinary practices that bring people together to create, learn, and develop new
models of collective cultural and social life.

The Symposium brings together keynote lectures, research presentations, academic papers,
panel discussions, participatory workshops, exhibitions, and live performances. Contributors
explore topics including art in public transport systems, railways as cultural lifelines in times
of crisis, nomadic and ecological performance practices, and the ethics of access, care, and
responsibility within residency frameworks. International perspectives on institutional and
artist-led models broaden the discussion, while regional case studies highlight opportunities
and challenges for residencies in northern contexts.

“Getting invited to participate in this symposium could not have happened at a more perfect
time! We are working towards a train-based residency and performance project for
Kiruna2029 Cultural Capital year, with a European dimension. | am looking forward to
learning about the subject of mobile artist residencies from all these professionals with their
various backgrounds. | see this as an incredible opportunity to get valuable insights from
lived experience, different perspectives and points of interest around the same subject we
are looking into and developing right now.” explains Meri Nikula, the project leader for NOPE
— Norrbottens Performancenatverk.



Workshops and artistic interventions activate libraries, train stations, cultural centres, and
public space across Oulu, inviting participants to engage directly with movement as method
and material. A special portion of the symposium takes place aboard a ship cruising Bothnia
Bay, transforming the vessel into a floating forum for dialogue and site-responsive
performance. The gathering concludes in Varjakka with presentations by the Residency
Artists of Tiny Spaces Deep Connections, connecting research discourse with contemporary
artistic practice.

By situating artistic inquiry within infrastructures of movement and shared environments, the
symposium reimagines residency as a relational, mobile, and ecologically responsive
platform — positioning Oulu and Varjakka as active laboratories for collaborative and critical
spatial practice.

Registration details and full programme information is available at: https://tinyspaces.eu/

QUICK INFO

Tiny Spaces Deep Connections is a project co-funded by EU Creative Europe and the City
of Oulu, running from October 2024 to September 2026. The lead partner and coordinator of
the project is Verein zur Férderung innovativer Wohn- und Lebensformen e.V. (INWOLE,
Germany), with co-partners TaikaBox (TB, Finland), and Communitism (COMM, Greece).

Partner websites:
inwole.de
communitism.space
taikabox.com
tinyspaces.eu

#tinyspacesconnect

For questions about the Symposium:
TaikaBox: Tanja Raman, tanja@taikabox.com
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